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Numerous studies of Babine Lake and Morrison River 
over the last century have made them some of the best 

studied sockeye producing watersheds in Canada.  
Sockeye salmon spawn mainly in Morrison River and 

Tahlo Creek.  The number of spawners in Morrison Lake 
has also been documented (2010 unknown, 224 in 
2011 as per LBN Spawning reports 2010/2011).  A 
description of the shoreline of Morrison Lake and 

surveys to identify potential spawning areas that might 
be utilized by kokanee, sockeye and lake trout have 

also been conducted.  (Estimate of sockeye spawners 
was approximately 150 per 2004 Fisheries Studies 

Morrison Watershed, Bustard) 

Raven Trust video - Published on Mar 21, 2018 on YouTube 
 

Quote from Raven Trust website:  Raven works to level the playing field raising legal defense funds for indigenous peoples so they 
can afford to stand up against big industry and the governments in court. 
 

Text from video (spoken by Raven narrator):  “A proposed mine threatens a pristine lake in the heart of Lake Babine ‘s 
territory at the headwaters of the Skeena River. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The company, Pacific Booker Minerals wants to pump mine effluent into Morrison Lake, 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 a nursery for 1.4 million salmon fry. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The proposal was rejected by the BC Government in 2012 but the company won’t give up. 

The T’ak Tl’ah Bin area is all the more precious to the Nation because of how much of their Territory has been 
industrially logged and because their Territory is already experiencing long term contamination from the now closed 

Bell and Granisle Mines. 

 
encompasses approximately 1.5 million hectares in central 

northwestern British Columbia. 
PBM holds the mineral titles for the project site and according to the 

Minerals Titles website, our title may overlap with Lake Babine and the 
Yekooche First Nations aboriginal interests, but the claims are not on 

reserve, treaty or treaty related lands. 

(See page 157 for the table shown above) 

The following information was taken from the Morice Land and Resource 
Management Plan prepared by the Ministry of Agriculture and Lands, 

Integrated Land Management Bureau issued February 2007 

The full document is available online at: 
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/industry/natural-resource-use/land-use/

land-use-plans-objectives/skeena-region/morice-lrmp 

(See page ii for the table shown above) 

Objectives (Page 20): 

Ensure appropriate review and consultation on resource management 
decisions affecting the following resource uses and activities: 
♦ Tourism and recreation 
♦ Guide outfitter tenures 
♦ Registered traplines 
♦ Agriculture and range 
♦ Collection and use of botanical forest products 

This DFO table shows the Sockeye Escapement from the Morrison River (Creek) 

Morrison Lake is not located at the 
headwaters of the Skeena River.  It is 

located at the eastern edge of the 
Skeena River watershed.  Morrison Lake 

drains via the Morrison River into the 
north-eastern arm of the Babine Lake 
(175 km long).  Babine Lake flows into 

Nilkitkwa Lake.  Nilkitkwa Lake flows into 
the Babine River.  The Babine River 

meets the middle section of the Skeena 
River approx. 50 kms north of Hazelton.  

From this meeting, the Skeena River 
flows approx. 225 kms to the ocean. 

MAP TAKEN FROM THE INCREMENTAL TREATY AGREEMENT 
BETWEEN LAKE BABINE NATION AND THE PROVINCE OF BRITISH COLUMBIA 
Schedule "1" - Lands and Permitted Encumbrances  Part One - Overview Map of the Lands  Page 28 

Note the location of the Morrison Project 

pristine? with logged areas? 

This image is a cross section view showing the relative 
elevations of Morrison Lake, the proposed open pit (top and 
bottom) and the temporary waste rock storage. 

On closure, the open-pit will be backfilled with the waste rock 
and a growth medium will be placed on the surface and wetland 
plants will be planted.  In the pit, a water pond will be allowed 
to collect water and will be maintained below the elevation of 
Morrison Lake to ensure no seepage discharge into the lake. 
On closure, any residual surface water in the Tailings Storage 
Facility will be directed to the open-pit, which will be filled with 
waste rock and allowed to fill with water to a level below the 
level of Morrison Lake. The open-pit water will be treated by a 
HDS water treatment plant. 

On closure of the mine, the expected flow rate of water 
from the water treatment plant is 140 cubic meters per 
hour which equals 1,226,400 cubic meters per year or 

0.43% (43 of 10,000 parts) of lake volume or 0.85% (85 
of 10,000 parts) of lake annual inflow/outflow volume. 

To put these numbers in a scale that we all can 
understand, these images are representative of the water 

volumes involved. 
A standard sized bathtub is 40 imperial gallons. 

Expected flow rate of water from the treatment plant into 
Morrison Lake is 43 parts per 10,000 parts. 

So, based on 40 gallons, the expected flow is roughly 
equivalent to ½ teaspoon per 

day. 
If you start off with an empty 

bathtub, it would take 233 
years to fill it. 

Bell Mine 
 
♦ Operated from 1972 to 1992, except for the 

period from 1982 to 1984 
♦ Total production was 77.2 million tonnes of ore 

and 75.8 million tonnes of waste rock 
♦ Strip ratio of 0.98:1 waste to ore 
♦ Waste-rock delivered to dumps, tailings-

impoundment dams and mine roads 
♦ Waste rock stored adjacent to Babine Lake 
♦ Water treatment started in 2014, 22 years after 

production stopped 
♦ Water management and monitoring is ongoing at 

the mine site to ensure that water quality in 
Babine Lake remains protected 

♦ The mine is in compliance with Permits issued by 
the BC Ministry of Environment 

Granisle Mine 
 
♦ Operated from 1966 to 1982 
♦ Total production was 52.7 million tonnes of ore and 

72.2 million tonnes of waste 
♦ Strip ratio of 1.37:1 waste to ore 
♦ The main part of the mine site consists of two islands 

in Babine Lake, joined together by a tailings 
impoundment and waste rock-rock dams 

♦ Water management and monitoring is ongoing at the 
mine site to ensure that water quality in Babine Lake 
remains protected 

♦ The mine is in compliance with Permits issued by the 
BC Ministry of Environment 


